






I met with Matt early spring of 2022 and let him know about the Stop Starry program. 
He agreed to have a CD3 boat cleaning station installed at the resort. The Leech Lake 
Band of Ojibwe piloted an experimental treatment called Diver Assisted Suction Harvest 
(DASH) to remove the starry stonewort. DASH uses a suction hose and pump to suck up 
starry stonewort. The slurry passes through 
a filtering system mounted on the deck of 
a pontoon boat, and clean water goes back 
into the lake. Divers in the water feed starry 
stonewort into the hose and direct it to the 
heaviest mass of algae.

Said Matt, “We pulled 6,000 pounds wet 
weight and another two thousands pounds 
where it (starry stonewort) was mixed in with 
other plants.

Matt and Sarah put their CD3 station on the 
drive near the entrance to the Great River 
Road, County Highway 8. Matt and Sarah 
are very pleased with the boat cleaning 
equipment.

“Everyone at the resort has used the CD3,” 
said Matt, noting most did so willingly and a 
few with some “encouragement.” But beyond 
the service it provides cleaning boats, “It is a 
great conversation piece,” said Matt. It gives 
him a chance to talk about starry stonewort 
and other AIS and why it is critical to Clean, 
Drain and Dry whenever a boat is moved 
from one waterbody to another. Matt noted 
that many boaters driving past Oak Haven 
on the Great River Road pulled in to use the 
equipment. 

Their dream of owning a resort in God’s 
Country is well. With the mitigation of DASH 
and CD3, the infestation of starry stonewort, 
“... did not impact business.”

Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe piloting the 
Diver Assisted SuctionHarvest, DASH

Recreation area at Oak Haven open for fun.
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Saying Farewell to 

the MLR Minister of Truth 

Judy Corrigan

The 29 year success of Minnesota Lakes and 
Rivers is due to the hard work, dedication, 
intelligence and skill of Judy Corrigan. She 
has been with MLR since it first formed in 
1993, and her steady hand helped guide this 
organization during the early fragile times, 
into a new century, into the information 
age, through a recession and a pandemic. 
Her work has benefitted the current 
generation of shoreland owners, and future 
generations as well. Judy has been an 
indispensable partner to me, and it is all of 
our great good fortune that she dedicated 
her considerable skills, creativity, talent and 
hard work to Minnesota Lakes and Rivers.  

In August Judy retired from her role with MLR. 

When I began in the Executive Director role, it was Judy who trained me into the 
practices of the organization. Judy and I met frequently and discussed decisions large 
and small. From political strategy, the structure and details of an event, the decision to 
give up our offices in Bloomington and downsize just before the 2008 recession, the 
transition to online work, remote collaboration before the pandemic hit, Judy has had 
valuable foresight. She read and edited our mailings, annual reports and newsletters. She 
was the business administrator, customer service representative, marketing coordinator, 
media relations, event planner, political advisor, program manager and graphic designer. 
Judy’s ethics are beyond sterling and the business practices she implemented provide 
a remarkable level of transparency, which, given her innate honesty, were almost 
completely untested. She can see the big picture but never loses track of the minute 
detail. Even in the most difficult legislative sessions, Judy never succumbed to cynicism. 
Her unofficial/official title in MLR was Minister of Truth. She never sought any limelight 
and while my face is the face you see, Judy is the heart and soul of MLR.

But beyond her competence, intelligence and creativity, Judy is very, very kind. She is 
hilarious. She is a great mother. She was a wonderful daughter. She is a dear friend.

Judy grew up on a dairy farm in Glencoe, MN, the second oldest daughter in a family of 
four kids. Both of her parents were hearing impaired so Judy learned sign language. She 
became the family’s translator, the interface between doctors and teachers and others 
and her parents. She carried the patience and ability to communicate into her working 
life.

She received her undergraduate degree from College of St. Benedict’s in Business 
Administration and minor in Economics, and then an MBA from St. Thomas University. 
She worked in sales and marketing for Sandoz until 1990 and then for Beaumont-Bennett, 
and WKB Marketing. She transitioned over as MSRPO began in 1993. At first she was 
part time, but over the years as she grew the organization, she took on more and more 
responsibility and hours.
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Increased Membership Strengthens our Power

Many assume that if their lake association is a member of MLR, then they do not need to 
join. This could not be further from the truth. The power of an advocacy group depends 
on the number of members it has.

MLR will do the work to protect our lakes that your busy life prevents you from doing, 
but we do need your help promoting MLR membership to your family, friends and 
lake association partners.

We MUST increase the base of MLR members. Without a large statewide professional 
advocacy organization, lakes simply cannot compete in the press of interests that 
converge to use and impact our lakes and rivers.

There are a number of MLR members and board members that have reached out to 
me and offered to help in this work. We are currently meeting to create materials for 
you to use to connect with your community. Over the coming year, look for programs, 
messaging and materials to engage more people. If you attend your lake association 
meeting, please stand up and urge the membership to join MLR. If someone else stands 
up in a meeting to carry this message, rise in support of them.

Together we will build an organization that can meet this incredible moment.

I also want to thank you. It is an honor to get up every morning and work to protect our 
lakes and rivers. I am grateful to be able to work for you and have your support. Thank 
you for this opportunity to serve you and the public good of clean and healthy lake 
ecosystems.

As always, thank you for all you do and please stay in touch,

Jeff Forester 
Executive Director

Judy is a master gardener. People, organizations and living things grow under her care. A 
few years ago she and her neighbor dug up the lawn between their homes and installed 
a rain garden to sequester the runoff from their roofs. This year her Joe Pye Weed was 
taller than me. The Monarda was heavy with bees of all descriptions. Her yard is filled with 
birds and bugs and flowers. Judy makes the world around her beautiful.

I am grateful for the time we worked together. I am grateful for Judy’s friendship and 
support. I am grateful for all of the work Judy has done for MLR over the years. I am 
grateful that she will continue to help guide our organization as a board member. While 
Judy has retired, she will continue to handle MLR’s mailings and has agreed to remain the 
Treasurer of the MSRPO PAC. Becoming friends with Judy is one of the greatest gifts of 
this work. Thank you Judy.

Letter from Executive Director Jeff Forester
continued from page 3
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Balance Sheet for Fiscal Years 
Ending December 31, 2021 and 2022

Assets 2021 2022
Cash $47,816 $46,166

Fixed Assets $1,243             $895

Total Assets $49,059 $47,061

Liabilities & Equity
Net Assets $49,059 $47,061

Total Liabilities & Net Assets $49,059 $47,061

Expense Allocation
Program  $193,377

Management & General Expenses  $65,684

Fundraising  $45,812

Total without CD3 Boat Cleaning Stations  $304,873

Stop Starry ENTRF Grant CD3 Boat Cleaning Stations $697,527

Total Expenses  $1,002,400

Revenue 
Contributions from Individuals  $207,210

Contributions from Lake Associations  $45,515

Stop Starry ENTRF Grant  $35,648

Other revenue  $14,850

Total Revenue without CD3 Boat Cleaning Stations $303,223

Stop Starry ENTRF Grant CD3 Boat Cleaning Stations $697,527

Total Revenue  $1,000,750
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Financial Statement 2022
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Contributions from January 1, 2022 - December 31, 2022

Individuals

Gold  $501 - $1,000
Bill and Bev Bergstrom
Michael and Susan Blehert
Edward and Nancy Coppola
Sarah Fogderud
Gabbriel Jabbour
John & Thelma James
Kathryn & Orville Jonsrud
Rodney Nelson
Tom Nelson & Mary Blickenderfer
Brian & Mary Ann Nystrom
William Phillips & Linda Nichols
Leah & Perry Rynders
Timothy & Mary Scanlan
Holly Sharp
Steve & Jill Shipley
Robert & Cherie Shreck
Thomas Spicola
Jeff Stabnow
Tom Suerth
Lloyd & Ingrid Thyen
Michael & Danielle Valley
Dr. Dorothy Whitmer  

& Dr. Randy Johnson
Steve Yacyshyn
Paul & Stephanie Zollinger

Silver  $301 - 500
Patrick Bauer
Larry & Linda Berger
Phyllis Blake-Angel
Arthur & Cynde Brookfield
Camp Foley
Dan Costello
John Cox
Chuck & Joan Diessner
Scott & Mary Beth Erickson
John & Mary Espenmiller
William & Patricia Eustice
John Graber
Amy Grider
Barbara Halbakken Fischburg
Bob Holman
David & Florence Kleine
Vaughn & Joyce Knapp
Cleo Kriesel
Howard Larson
Carol Mulheran
Sharon Natzel
Carrie Ohly-Cusack
Wanda Roden
James Roszak
Marie Schmid
Dick Schmoker

Greg Thrall
Tom & Joan Van Sloun
Lori & Jeremy Wacker
Christine Warren
Ian & Tricia Wiitanen

Bronze $250-$300
3-N Investment Company LLC & 

John Nelson
James Almquist
Joseph Arndt
Ronald & Margaret Berg
David & Cynthia Blomberg
David & Anne Bonnerup
Joe & Mardy Brodil
John Broghammer
Dwayne Buchholz
John Burbidge
Sheryl Burkhardt
Richard Burton
Chad Christensen
Steffen Christensen
Joseph Cummings
Cyril Dehn
Frazier & Heidi Eales
Nicole & Brad Ertel
C. A. Furlong
Richard & Linda Gohn
Richard & Nancy Gongoll
Norman Hageboeck
Clayton Halunen
Howard Hansen
Thomas Hansen
Dale & Jane Harberts
Steve & Peggy Hatlestad
Andreas Hendrickson
Lorie & Doyle Herman
Gerry Herringer
Ann & Chris Hilger
David Johnson
Gary & Rea Leonard
Stephen Lerum
Mary & Paul Manns
William Marcil
Phillip Mason
Randall & Kathleen Mauch
Janice Meier
John Middleton
Mark Miedtke
Jordan & Connie Moe
Mark & Elaine Mueller
Ed Olriksen
Hans Olsen
Nick & Judy Priadka
Connie Prunty
Peter Rekow

Dennis & Dorene Richards
RK Holdings LLP
Paul Robey
Ed & Jenni Ryan
Kathleen Scherek
Walter and Shirley Sentyrz
Alan Sherburne
Roger and Phyllis Sherman
Joe Shneider
James Slade
Phil Stephens
Tony Tillemans
Jim & Marie Uhrich
William & Ruth Westhoff
Jim Workman
James & Stephanie Woytcke
Nyle Zikmund

Gifts up to $250
Thank you to the many 
contributions made at this level.

Lake Associations

Platinum  
$1,001 & above

Gull Chain of Lakes Association 
(GCOLA)

Gold $501-$1,000
Big Marine Lake Association
Greater Lake Sylvia Association
West Battle Lake Lakeshore 

Association (WBLLA)

Silver  $301-500
Clamshell Bertha Lake 

Association Assn (CBLA)
Hubbard County COLA
Lake Detroiters Association
MN COLA
North Long Lake Association
Sugar Lake Association
Upper South Long Lake 

Improvement Association 
(USLLIA)

Vermilion Lake Association
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Minnesota Lakes and Rivers Advocates was started in 1993 by a cabin owner 
who was concerned that rapidly escalating property taxes were putting a 
simple Minnesotan value out of reach, time spent with family and friends at a 
lake place.

Since the organization was founded, MLR has:

 ■ Reduced the cabin property tax rate from 2.25% of value down to 1% to 
support MLR Lake Association and Individual Members

 ■ Launched the Lake Steward Program, which incentivises shoreline 
rehabilitation projects and now protects over 2 miles of Minnesota lake 
shorelines

 ■ Initiated the Up the Creek Meats Program in support of sustainable 
farming, promoting agriculturalists who reduce pesticide use and protect 
Minnesota groundwater supply

 ■ Represented MLR members concerns to state legislature in the topics 
of: shoreline protection from large wake boats; Aquatic Invasive Species 
prevention and management; lakeshore property tax rates and funds 
allocation; and much more

MLR works to connect lakeshore homeowners, their lake associations, and 
their communities with resources to maintain and protect water quality, while 
providing direct representation for their concerns to the state legislature and 
policy makers.

Minnesota Lakes and Rivers Advocates has found success through providing 
individuals and organizations with a network of knowledgeable agencies to 
assist in alleviating water quality concerts. We strive to provide excellence in 
member support, and take pride in our stance as a civic institution working to 
improve water conditions statewide.

Contributions from January 1, 2022 - December 31, 2022 Minnesota Lakes and Rivers Advocates
Identity and Mission Statement

“Minnesota Lakes and Rivers Advocates 
protects Minnesota’s lake and river 

heritage for current and future generations 
by forging powerful links among lakes, 

lake advocates, and policy makers.”
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We work with key stakeholders to define the problem. We develop a solution with all 
partners contributing time, expertise, funding or constituents to that solution. By working 
with partners to solve issues at the local level, we can focus on advancing solutions at the 
legislature that already have a broad base of support. We actively serve the public good as 
we work to protect a lake and river heritage for current and future generations. 

We Govern Using Civic Standards

MN Lakes and Rivers Advocates
PO Box 22262

Saint Paul, MN  55122

MLR Board of Directors

Judy Corrigan 
Barbara Halbakken Fischburg

Susan Henken Thielen
John P. James
Mary Manns

Carrie Ohly-Cusack

Staff Members

Jeff Forester
Executive Director

jeff@mnlakesandrivers.org
612-961-6144

t   @JeffForester1
f   MN Lakes and Rivers Advocates - MLR

Tim Ward
Executive Administrator

tim@mnlakesandrivers.org
612-293-6885

Norman Strizek
Executive Administrator

norman@mnlakesandrivers.org
952-854-1317

www.MNLakesAndRivers.org


